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DISCOVER BANAT - VOLUNTEERING ADVENTURE 2026

Discover Banat - Volunteering Adventure 2026 is a European Solidarity Corps individual
volunteering project hosted by the Local Action Group Banat-Vest (LAG Banat-Vest) in the
western part of Romania.

The project offers young people aged 18-30 the opportunity to contribute to sustainable
community development, promote cultural heritage, and gain valuable personal and
professional experience.

Volunteers will engage in a variety of activities that combine education, creativity,
communication, and community involvement in Jimbolia and nearby rural areas.



ABOUT LAG BANAT VEST

LAG Banat-Vest is a public—private partnership established in 2011 under the LEADER initiative of
the European Union’s Rural Development Policy. Its main mission is to foster sustainable and
integrated local development, improving the quality of life and strengthening the local economy
across the Banat-Vest region.
The organization brings together municipalities, local entrepreneurs, and non-governmental
organizations to design and implement strategies that respond to local needs.

Now in its third Local Development Strategy, LAG Banat-Vest focuses on:

» Encouraging innovation and entrepreneurship,

e Supporting youth and community initiatives,

e Preserving cultural heritage and environmental balance,

e Promoting social inclusion and solidarity.
In recent years, LAG Banat-Vest has successfully implemented several Erasmus+ and European
Solidarity Corps projects, expanding its experience and capacity to host international volunteers.

MIEET THE TEAM

The success of our activities depends on a small but passionate team of professionals dedicated
to youth development and community growth.

lonela Gorgan - LAG Manager and ESC Financial Manager

Responsible for the strategic coordination of projects and partnerships. She ensures that each
activity aligns with the long-term goals of LAG Banat-Vest.

Lidia Oltean - Project Coordinator

Manages daily project implementation and volunteer support. She maintains communication
with partners and helps create engaging, impactful experiences.

Maria Cosma-Grigoras - Mentor, Romanian Language Facilitator

Supports volunteers throughout their service, providing guidance, emotional support, and
mentorship to help them adapt and grow.

Together, they ensure that each volunteer feels valued, guided, and inspired.
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The office of LAG Banat Vest is located at the House of Culture Jimbolia, right in the center of
the town and very close to all the activities places.

ABOUT JIMBOLIA & THE BANAT REGION

Jimbolia is a small multicultural town located in the Timis County, near the border with Serbia.
Known for its artistic and cultural diversity, Jimbolia offers a peaceful environment filled with
opportunities to learn, create, and connect with locals.
Main attractions:

¢ Press Museum “Sever Bocu” — a uniqgue museum preserving Romania’s journalistic heritage.

o Stefan Jéger Art Museum — dedicated to the famous Banat painter.

e Railway Museum and Firefighters’ Museum “Saint Florian” - preserving industrial and civic

history.

e Petre Stoica Memorial House - honoring the local poet and cultural figure.
The town regularly hosts cultural festivals and creative events.
The surrounding LAG Banat-Vest area includes 10 communes (Cdrpinis, Cenei, Checea, Comlosu
Mare, Gottlob, lecea Mare, Lenauheim, Otelec, Sdcdlaz, and Uivar) — each with its own character,

traditions, and community life.
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ABOUT ROMIANIA

Located at the crossroads of Central and Eastern Europe, Romania is a land of scenic mountains,
rivers, and legends that have traveled the world.

One of its most famous regions is Transylvania — surrounded by the Carpathian Mountains and
known for its medieval towns, fortified churches, and mysterious tales of Vlad Tepes, also known
as Vlad the Impaler. Born in the 15th century, Vlad Tepes ruled the principality of Wallachia, but
his fierce defense against invaders and his historical reputation for justice inspired the character
of Count Dracula in Bram Stoker’s novel. Today, Transylvania remains a symbol of mystery,
history, and beauty — where Gothic stories meet warm hospitality and breathtaking
landscapes.

The Banat region, situated in western Romania, is historically linked to Transylvania and shares
its cultural depth and diversity. Known for its harmony among Romanian, Hungarian, German,
and Serbian influences, Banat reflects centuries of coexistence and shared heritage.

Jimbolia, the home of the Discover Banat project, stands at the western edge of the country —
a place where history, creativity, and cross-border friendship meet.

Distances from Jimbolia:

e Timisoara: ~48 km (= 50 minutes by car or 90 minutes by train)

e Belgrade (Serbia): ~130 km (= 2 hours by car)

e Budapest (Hungary): ~280 km (= 4 hours by car or train)

o Triplex Confinium (the point where Romania, Serbia, and Hungary meet): ~66 km southwest

of Jimbolia (= 60 minutes by car)

This Triplex Confinium — the meeting point of three countries — perfectly represents the spirit
of the Banat region: open, diverse, and united through culture. Here, in one of the most peaceful
border zones in Europe, Romania, Serbia, and Hungary share landscapes, stories, and friendships
— a living symbol of how diversity can strengthen unity.

The Banat region offers a rich palette of experiences: nature, culture, folklore, and adventure.
Below are some top picks — from the immediate surroundings of Jimbolia to iconic landmarks
of Transylvania.

Banat Close to Jimbolia
e The open-air Banat Village Museum in Timisoara showcases traditional homes of the Banat
ethnic groups and stands as a living testimony to the region’s multicultural past.
e The ski resort of Semenic Ski Resort in the Banat Mountains is a top destination in winter,
with reliable snow and soft slopes perfect for volunteers seeking a seasonal escape.
» Natural attractions such as the Cheile Nerei-Beusnita National Park and scenic Danube
Gorge (“Cazanele Dundrii”) highlight the wild, less-commercial side of Banat.



Transylvania, Castles & Dracula Legend
While you'll be based in Banat, the broader region of Transylvania invites exploration:

e Bran Castle (often dubbed “Dracula’s Castle”) is one of Romania’s most famous landmarks.
Built in the 14th century near Brasoy, it is strongly associated with the legend of Vlad Tepes
(Vlad the Impaler), whose historical life inspired the story of Count Dracula.

e The myth of vampires and the gothic ambiance of Transylvania contribute to the region’s
mystique — giving a magnetism to journeys beyond Banat, especially for those drawn to
folklore and history.

e The Cantacuzino Castle in Busteni, featured in the Netflix series Wednesday, adds a literary-
pop-culture layer to the visit: the setting for the show’s Nevermore Academy exterior.

Bringing It Home to Your Volunteer Experience
As a volunteer in Jimbolia and the Banat region, you'll be in a unique position to draw on both
local and regional heritage:
e Use your free time or weekends to visit nearby natural parks and ski resorts — an enriching
contrast to your urban / community work.
e Treat the Transylvania-legend aspect as a themed excursion: a day trip to the castles and
folklore sites could enrich your cultural understanding and storytelling.
e In your communication, social-media posts, or local workshops, you could tie in a creative
angle: “From Banat's plain to Transylvania’s towers: our region tells many stories.”

Practical facts about Romania

Population: about 19 million people and a diverse cultural heritage.
Capital: Bucharest

Currency: Leu (plural: Lei)

Language: Romanian

Climate: Temperate, four distinct seasons

Form of state: Democratic Republic

EU & NATO member



PROJECT OVERVIEW

Objectives
The project aims to:

e Promote community engagement and social inclusion,

e Encourage creativity, cultural exchange, and volunteering spirit,

e Support children and youth through educational and artistic programs,

e Preserve and promote local culture and history through digitalization and media,
e Strengthen cooperation between local institutions and international volunteers.

Duration

7 months (February — August 2026)

Working hours

Approximately 30-35 hours per week, Monday to Friday. Weekends are generally free, except for
occasional community events, and 2 vacation days/month.

MAIN ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITY I: THE TIMIEKEEPER - DIGITALIZATION AT THE PRESS

NMUSEUM “SEVER BOCU™

You will help scan, organize, and archive historic newspapers
and magazines. You will contribute to digital preservation
and assist in exhibitions that promote Romania’s press and

. media heritage.
« Skills gained: teamwork, research, digital archiving, attention

to detail, historical insight.

Your main tasks will include scanning and organizing printed
archives, creating digital records, and helping to make this
valuable information accessible to everyone. It's a mix of
technical work and storytelling — because every newspaper

© page hides a fragment of real life, a piece of someone’s story,

or a glimpse of the world as it once was.
Volunteers also join temporary exhibitions, cultural events, or
creative camps organized in Jimbolia. These activities allow

- you to work alongside curators, historians, and artists —
. transforming the knowledge you've gained into interactive

and inspiring experiences for the public.

*Fun fact:

While exploring the archives, you might stumble upon the
newspaper published on the very day you were born — or
even discover what made the headlines a hundred years

- before that. Every page hides a story waiting to be found!



ACTIVITY 2: THE CREATOR - GRAPHIC DESIGN & COMMUNICATION

As part of the graphic design team, you'll help
create visual materials that represent
Jimbolia, the local community, and the

MULTE JOCURI AMUZANTE
activities carried out by volunteers and i i
partner organizations such as the Local Action PICTURA PE FAIA
Group (GAL). TAT“AJE

What you'll gain:

e Hands-on experience in design and visual
communication.

e Skills in creativity, teamwork, and project
planning.

e A chance to see your work displayed in
real events and online campaigns.

e Insight into how art and media can
strengthen community identity.

e Freedom to express yourself while
supporting meaningful local projects.

Your tasks may include:

e designing posters, flyers, and banners for JIMBULIA
. i;’s:;?g social media posts or short videos 2 SEPTEMBRIE; []R /

to promote local initiatives;

e brainstorming visual concepts for cultural
or community projects;

e developing informative materials about
the town, its museums, traditions, and
people.

You'll have the freedom to experiment with
your own artistic style, while learning how to
adapt your work to real projects and
audiences. You might collaborate with
museum staff, local NGOs, schools, or other
volunteers — turning ideas into visuals that
capture attention and tell authentic stories
about Jimbolia.

* Good to know:

For this activity, it's highly recommended that

volunteers bring their own creative tools — such as a

personal laptop and the design software they are most

comfortable with. This makes it easier to work
efficiently and to fully express your creativity. Of course,

guidance and support will always be available if you
need help or feedback.




ACTIVITY 3. THE HEART-MAKER - EDUCATIONAL & CREATIVE

¥ If you love working with children and enjoy

¥ sharing your creativity, the Blytshwood Banat

Day Center is the perfect place for you!

Here, volunteers have the chance to design

3 and lead fun and educational workshops for

local children.

Skills gained: leadership, teaching, empathy,

creativity, intercultural awareness.

What you'll gain:

e Experience in non-formal education and
child interaction.

e Skills in creativity, planning, and
teamwork.

e Confidence in leading workshops and
sharing your talents.

e A deeper connection with the local
community through joyful learning
moments.

e The satisfaction of inspiring and bringing

pe happiness to children.

’ You will organize fun and educational

..:‘{' workshops at the Blythswood Banat Day

® Center and local schools. Activities may

“  include:

e Music workshops - use the instruments
available in the center's music room to
explore rhythm, melody, and teamwork
through sound. You can even teach
children how to perform simple songs or
create musical games together.

e Theatre and puppet shows - help kids
prepare short performances, design their
own act, and they already have a stage
setting. The center has a dedicated room
where all materials are provided, so
imagination is the only limit!

e Creative arts & crafts - painting, DIY
decorations, or crafting sessions where
children can express themselves freely and
proudly present their work.




ACTIVITY 4: THE PHOTOGRAPHER - “THROUGH THE LENS OF BANAT”
— RURAL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY & EXHIBITION

Volunteers will explore the Banat-Vest region and capture |
everyday moments that reflect the authentic charm of rural
life — traditions, crafts, people, and landscapes that define
the community spirit of the area.

Throughout the project, they will travel to villages within the
LAG Banat territory, interact with locals, and take
photographs that tell real stories about life in the countryside.
At the end of this creative journey, volunteers will curate and
organize a public exhibition with the theme:

‘Life in the Villages of Banat — Seen Through the Lens of the
Volunteers.”

The exhibition will take place in Jimbolia or one of the partner
communes and will be open to the local community, offering
a space for dialogue, appreciation, and cultural exchange.

Skills gained: photography, visual storytelling, intercultural
communication, exhibition planning, teamwork, and g
creativity.

ACTIVITY 5: THE PLANNER - “COMMUNITY \IIE" - LOCAL
EVENTS & CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT

Volunteers will help organize community-centered events
designed to bring people together, celebrate diversity, and
create joyful shared experiences.
These activities aim to strengthen the bond between
international  volunteers and local residents, while
encouraging participation and creativity.
Examples of events include:
e Music Bingo Nights - combining fun and friendly
competition through songs and laughter.
e Pickle Tasting Festival - celebrating traditional
homemade recipes and rural flavors.
e Ugly Christmas Sweater Party - spreading holiday cheer
and community warmth.
Other spontaneous social gatherings, creative workshops, or
outdoor activities may also take place throughout the year,
depending on the season and community interest.

Skills  gained: event planning, teamwork, public
communication, organization, and intercultural collaboration.




WEEKLY SCHEDULE & WORKING HOURS

Volunteers in the Discover Banat project have a balanced schedule designed to combine
learning, creativity, and community involvement.

The general working hours are from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday to Friday, with weekends
free except when special events are organized.

WEEKLY OVERVIEW

Monday

¢ 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM — Romanian language classes and mentoring sessions

e 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM — Lunch break

e 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM — Activities at the Blythswood Banat Day Center
Tuesday & Wednesday

e 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM — Activities at the Press Museum “Sever Bocu”

(archiving, digitalization, and creative tasks connected to media heritage)

Thursday

e 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM — Romanian language classes and mentoring sessions

e 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM — Lunch break

e 1:30 PM - 5:00 PM — Activities at the Blythswood Banat Day Center
Friday

e 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM — Weekly reporting and social media updates

e 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM — Lunch break

e 12:30 PM - 4:00 PM — Activities at the Blythswood Banat Day Center
This schedule may occasionally vary to include activities in local schools, community projects, or
special social events organized by LAG Banat-Vest.
Any changes will be communicated in advance, ensuring that volunteers maintain a healthy
balance between work, learning, and personal time.
The goal is to provide a structured yet flexible routine that supports cultural learning, skill
development, and active community engagement.

VOLUNTEER PROFILE

We are looking for motivated, open-minded young people who want to make a difference.
Requirements:

o Aged between 18 and 30 years,

e Resident of an EU or ESC partner country,

e Not having completed a long-term ESC project before,

o Communicative, flexible, and motivated to learn,

» Interested in education, design, culture, or community work,

¢ Basic English knowledge (Romanian language will be learned during the project).
Experience in volunteering or youth work is appreciated but not required.



FLASHBACKS FROM FORMER VOLUNTEERS

[

Maria Grigoras

“Archiving old newspapers felt like touching living history.
Each page held people’'s dreams, fears, and voices. It
wasn't just volunteering — it was time travel with
purpose.”

Anemona Badrbulescu

“Working with children changed me. It helped me
rediscover my love for music and teamwork. Every Zumba
session felt like a burst of joy. The friendships | built —
priceless!”

Sarah Schellnast

"Gained practical experience in managing a classroom
independently. Developed creative teaching methods to
support children's learning, especially in overcoming
language barriers.”




PRACTICAL INFORMATION
LIVING SITUATION

You will stay with other volunteers in our shared flat, that is located in Jimbolia. You might share
the bedroom with one other volunteer. The kitchen and bathrooms (2) are shared rooms and
fully equipped. The flat has good WiFi connection, a washing machine and a dryer, and a shared
living room/common area. We also provide pillows and blankets. There are towels and
bedsheets available, but you can, of course, bring your own. You will be responsible for your own
room and to keep the common areas clean andwtldy asa

FOOD & ALLOWANCE

Each volunteer will receive:
e Food allowance: €160/month
o Pocket money: €4/day

TRAVEL

Travel costs will be reimbursed according to ESC distance bands. Volunteers must keep original
tickets and boarding passes.

For arriving in Jimbolia, you will book your journey to Jimbolia and back home in consultation with us. We
have a certain budget for the travel costs, so make sure that you don't exceed the budget. The budget
depends on the distance from Jimbolia to your home place. Let us know if you need any assistance with
your travel planning. Once you give the ORIGINAL tickets (and if you fly, the original boarding pass) to us, we
will refund you for the travel costs.

if you have different options to get to Jimbolia, we expect our volunteers to choose the most ecological one.
So please avoid flying, if possible! Especially if you come from a neighboring country, make sure that you
use the train or bus instead of the plane.

Please let us also know your exact time of arrival, so that we can arrange a pickup at the station for your
arrival

You will attend two seminars during your ESC. We will book the tickets to the seminars for you or give you
instructions on how to buy them. Never buy tickets without our confirmation.



VISA & RESIDENCE PERIIT

These volunteering-positions that we give are also available to volunteers from non-EU countries. As citizens
from most of these countries need a visa, we will support you within this process and also cover the visa
costs.

Keep in mind, that the granting of the visa can take a few months, depending on the country (sometimes
even one year). Please check the waiting times with the Romanian Embassy in your country and make an
appointment according to this, so that you can start your voluntary service in time!

HEALTH AND INSURANCE

All volunteers are covered by the Henner insurance scheme throughout the project and for two
months afterward.
If you already have an EU Health Insurance Card, Henner will act as complementary coverage.

SUPPORT AND LEARNING

Volunteers will receive continuous support from the hosting team and a dedicated mentor.
They will also participate in:

e On-arrival and mid-term training organized by the Romanian National Agency,

» Regular evaluation meetings,

e Monthly reflection sessions with their mentor.

HOW TO APPLY

e Register on the European Solidarity Corps Portal:
https://[youth.europa.eu/solidarity/register_en
» Send your CV and Motivation Letter to: asociatiagalbanatvest@gmail.com
o Selected candidates will be invited to an online interview.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Host Organization:
e LAG Banat-Vest (Local Action Group Banat-Vest)
o ¥ Address: Str. Tudor Vladimirescu nr. 88, Jimbolia, Romania
e % Email: asociatiagalbanatvest@gmail.com
@ Facebook / Instagram/ TikTok: @voluntariat_galbanatvest

Volunteering in Banat means becoming part of a story that connects people, traditions, and
new ideas.
You'll learn, create, and grow — while helping others do the same.

DISCOVER BANAT — WHERE SIMIALL ACTIONS BUILD BIG CHANGE


https://youth.europa.eu/solidarity/register_en

